but I cannot avoid stating that the condition of some of the villages in the Punjab, through which I have passed, is a disgrace to any executive, professing to have for its object the care and welfare of the population. To anyone who has the courage to examine the interior and outskirts of some villages, it will be apparent that the most ordinary rules of sanitary science are utterly disregarded, and he will see, during the course of the day, men, women, and children obeying the calls of nature in every possible direction, usually close to some pond, which is near every village ; and cattle coming to drink and roll in the pond, which probably already contains, in its water and mud, tape-worm eggs beyond human calculation. This, then, is the true source from which cattle become cyst-infectcd, whether they receive the eggs from the water or grass ; since the human body is the host for the mature parasite. If an enquiry should be instituted, I would expect to find full-grown tape-worms amongst the population in the towns and districts which furnish cyst-infected cattle, and there also a particularity in the water used by the latter.
As It has been suggested to organize cattle farms under the management of the Government, and thus insure a supply of good, well-fed cattle for the use of the troops; but it might be rather difficult to caiTy out, and would certainly be attended with great expense, besides checking, in some degree, the trade of the country, and preventing local enterprise. Neither would such a system produce now cyst-infected cattle, if the sanitary arrangements already proposed were to be neglected.
